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NATIONAL WEATHER SUMMARY 
For the Week of July 28-August 3 
HIGHLIGHTS: Contrasts in precipitation and tem- also developed from western Montana into Arizona, 


perature were the key features of the week's 
weather picture. A tropical depression favored 
the already saturated Atlantic and Gulf Coast 
areas with the bulk of its heavy rainfall, but 
scarcely touched the parched Plains areas. The 
eastern third of the Nation, particularly the 


Northeast, sweltered under record breaking highs, 


while the western third fared under mild, and 
even cool, temperatures. 


PRECIPITATION: After closing out the week on a 
stormy note, the weather on Monday and Tuesday 
lost much of its punch. Any action there was 
centered around the Ohio Valley, where a cold 
front triggered thunderstorms from New York to 
Indiana. A low pressure system hovered over the 


Gulf of Mexico, raising thundershowers in the 
south Atlantic and Gulf Coast States. 


Showers 


and even spilled over into the Rockies and Inter- 
mountain regions. 

South of a stationary front high humidity blan- 
keted the southeast quarter of the Nation. Mean- 
while, north of the front, more comfortable con- 
ditions prevailed, from the Great Lakes to the 
north Atlantic Coast regions. 

Wednesday's weather, however, livened up a bit. 
The Gulf depression travelled into southern Missis- 
sippi, distributing thunderstorms along the Gulf 
and south Atlantic Coasts. Northwest Florida 
seemed to get more than its share; heavy rains 
soaked Milton with 4 1/2 inches in only 6 hours. 
Elsewhere, a high pressure system kept the north- 
east quarter of the Nation sunny, but light winds 
there forced parts of New York, Michigan, Maryland, 
Ohio, and Virginia to issue air stagnation adviso- 
ries. 
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Moving at a slow pace, the Gulf storm center on 
Thursday spread into Mississippi, Alabama, and 
Louisiana. Meanwhile, a slow moving cold front 
touched off scattered showers and thundershowers 
across parts of the north and central Plains and 
in the northern Rockies 

On Friday the storm center weakened as it drifted 
across Mississippi into southeast Arkansas. Scat- 
tered rains persisted over already soggy portions 
of the Southeast, and northwest Florida battled ex- 
tensive lowland flooding. 

Saturday delivered unwanted rains to the saturated 
Gulf States, and left sections of the parched Plains 
begging for moisture. Diminishing rains only teased 
the middle Mississippi Valley and eastern Kansas 
as they drifted across the Corn Belt. Hazy skies 
in the Northeast called for more air stagnation 
alerts. 

Showers and thunderstorms moving from the West 


At midweek early morning lows in the 70's reigned 
over the Plains, Mississippi Valley, and the South. 
Duluth, Minn., 70°, set a record for the highest 
minimum for the date. In northwest U.S. cloudy 
skies trailed a cold front, holding afternoon tem- 
peratures in the 50's. Nighttime temperatures drop- 
ped considerably in parts of the Northwest; in some 
spots of Nevada and Oregon the mercury even dipped 
into the 30's. 


Friday was a day for extremes. Marquette, Mich., 
broke its record high of 93°, and Pocatello, Idaho, 
dropped to a record breaking low in the morning of 
440°, 

Unseasonably hot weather in the Northeast tightened 
its grip as the week progressed. For Alpena, Mich., 
Friday was the fourth consecutive day that the daily 
record temperature had been broken or tied. After- 
noon temperatures reached into the 109's in Penn- 
sylvania, and Maine sweltered under its most severe 


on Sunday began to push stagnant air slowly towards the heat wave in over 25 years. 


Atlantic. Elsewhere tair skies dominated the west- 
ern half of the Nation into the upper Mississippi 
Valley. 


TEMPERATURE: In the week's weather review, temper- 
ature drew most of the attention, as records were 
broken or tied in many parts of the Nation. 

Hot weather made the news in the Plains, as the 
mercury in some spots rested at or above the 100° 
mark, and stayed in the 90's elsewhere. Thunder- 
storms cooled some areas at the beginning of the 
week, but relief was only temporary. Other areas, 


however, couldn't even look forward to cooler evenings; 


Tuesday's 1 a.m. reading in Mobridge, S.D., held 
at 89°. In contrast the Northwest registered tem- 
peratures in the 50's, as did the eastern Great 
Lakes and northern New England areas. 

High humidity added to the problems of the already 
warm southeast quarter of the Nation. The Plains 
and the upper Midwest had the same complaint--it 
was hot. 





Fair weather and mild temperatures in the western 
third of the Nation made that area the envy of the 
eastern third, where conditions were warm to hot, 
humid and hazy. Boston experienced its warmest 
night in over 100 years with an early morning low 
on Saturday of 83°. 


And the heat went on. More daily record highs 


for Saturday -- these from the New England areas: 
Hartford, Conn., 101%; Boston, Mass., 102°; Con- 
cord, N.H., 101°; and Portland, Maine, 103”. 


Records were still being set from North Carolina 
to Vermont, but temperatures finally began their 
Slow descent on Sunday. A cold front fanned Maine 
and parts of New Hampshire, and reached into Mass- 
achusetts, lowering temperatures to the 70's. 
Nearby, however, Philadelphia, 98°, hit a record 
high for the third day in a row. Elsewhere a sum- 
mer cold front chilled Minnesota to the mid 50's. 
The East still simmered, but temperatures also 
dipped in the Central Plains. 


- 
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NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL SUMMARY 
For the Week of July 28-August 3 


HIGHLIGHTS: Rains over the Corn Belt August l 

to 3 helped sustain the corn and soybean crops and 
relieve some of the stress from the hot weather. 
Corn is in fair to good condition and developing 
earlier than last year. The soybean crop main- 
tained generally good condition and is in a more 
advanced stage of development than last year. 
Cotton is in fair to good condition. 


SMALL GRAINS: Small grain harvesting continued to 
show progress last week and the winter wheat 
harvest is 85% complete compared with 86% for both 
last year and average. Harvest of winter wheat is 
in the final stages in all of the North Central 
States except North Dakota where it has just 
started. Montana and Idaho have started harvest, 
both later than last year. The Montana crop is 
50% ripe; 60% 1974, and 65% average. The Idaho 
crop is 15% ripe; 55% in 1974. Harvest in Utah 

is slow and 10% done. Wyoming is in full swing 
and 40% completed. Colorado's momentum is continu- 
ing and has advanced to 89%, conpared with 76% 

the previous week. 

Spring wheat harvest in South Dakota progressed 
to 43%, behind last year's 82%, and average of 
49%. Minnesota's harvest advanced only 2 points 
from last week to 9% complete. North Dakota's 
harvest is just starting. 

Oats harvesting is lagging behind last year's 

pace in the two largest States, South Dakota and 
Minnesota, where 69% and 29% have been combined 

compared with 1974's 82% and 32%. 


CORN: Hot, dry weather most of the week in the 
Corn Belt added further stress to the corn crop. 
However, rains during the last of the week and 
weekend relieved some moisture shortages and will 
help sustain the crop. Corn in most States is in 
fair to good condition. Development of the crop 
is generally earlier than last year, except in 
Kansas where it is the same and Nebraska where it 
is slightly behind last year. 

The crop in Iowa, the top corn State, is approach- 
ing a critical stage. Late planted corn and 
corn on lighter soils are showing additional stress 
fron the hot, dry weather. Growing conditions 
remained mostly fair and pollination fair to good. 
Iowa has 92% of the acreage in the silk or later 
stage this year, compared with 74% in 1974 and 85% 
average. Illinois, the next largest corn State, 
received additional moisture on the eastern side 
of the State maintaining the crop in good to excel- 
lent condition. [Illinois corn is 60% in the dough 
stage, compared with 10% in 1974 and 24% average. 
Topsoil moisture is generally short in Nebraska 
and Kansas with the eastern two-thirds of Kansas 
becoming critically short. 


COTTON: The cotton crop made good growth last 
week following rain over the Southern States. 
Virtually all of the Mississippi crop has started 
squaring, but only 61% has started setting bolls 
compared with 80% in 1974. Alabama cotton is in 
good condition but later than last year. Only 
68% of the acreage has started setting bolls 
against 91% in 1974. The South Atlantic States 
show fair to mostly good condition. Arizona's 
crop is in good condition while New Mexico is only 
fair and later than normal. Texas cotton on the 
High Plains is making good growth, beginning to 
fruit and bloom. The Low Plains are showing good 
growth but insects are increasing. Cotton fields 
in southern Texas have been defoliated and har- 
vest has started in dry fields. 


SOYBEANS: The soybean crop made average develop- 
ment last week and is in fair to good condition. 
The moisture shortage in the North Central States 
had less effect on soybeans than on corn. Develop- 
ment of the crop is earlier than last year in 

all States except South Dakota and earlier than 
average in all States except Nebraska, South 
Dakota, and Mississippi. Soybeans in Illinois, 
the leading producer, are rated good to excellent 
and much earlier than last year's late crop. 
Seventy percent of the soybean acreage is setting 
pods, compared with 17% in 1974 and 35% average. 
An estimated 92% of the soybeans have reached 

the bloom stage or later; it was 54% in 1974 and 
69% average. Iowa, the second largest soybean 
State, has 60% of the crop setting pods; 29% in 
1974, and 41% average. Eighty-four percent of the 
soybeans are blooming or later; 71% in 1974, and 
77% average. Soybean development in Kansas has 
been retarded by dry conditions. Late planted 
soybeans in Arkansas continue to show stress but 
weekend rains should have provided sone relief. 
Early plantings are blooming and setting pods. 
Weeds and grass are becoming a problem in Alabama 
and Louisiana fields. 


OTHER CROPS: Sorghum harvest made excellent prog- 

ress in the early areas of Texas; 37% harvested, 

40% 1974, and 27% average. It's just starting in 

the Blacklands east. High and Low Plains sorghum 

is developing well but greenbugs are increasing 

and spray programs are required in some localities. 

Sorghum development in Oklahoma is late; 25% 

dough stage, 31% 1974. Kansas and Nebraska sor- 

ghum crops are ahead of last year with 20% and 

55% headed, compared with 10% and 40% respectively 

for last year. Potatoes are making rapid growth 

in Maine but there's concern about the set. Idaho's 

crop has 80% of the middles closed; 85% 1974. 

Potato harvest continues in eastern Washington 

and the Norgold harvest around Hermiston, Oregon. 
The rice harvest in Texas is gaining momentum 

at 21% complete, lagging last year's 47% and 

average at 34%. Rice in Arkansas is making excel- 

lent progress as fields are being drained for har- 

vest to start within two weeks, 


FRUITS AND NUTS: Tart cherry harvest is nearing 
completion in central Michigan and is 80% com- 
plete for the State. Cherry harvest continues 
active in Wisconsin and Oregon. Tart cherry har- 
vest is in the final stages in New York. Early 
variety apples and peaches are available in New 
York with sizing adequate. Apple thinning is near- 
ing completion in Oregon and California with sone 
harvesting. Peach harvest is starting in the 
Willamette Valley of Oregon and starting in 
southern Michigan. Mississippi's peach harvest is 
87% complete. 


VEGETABLES: Supplies of vegetables in the North- 
eastern States are generally increasing. Onion, 
celery, and lettuce harvests are active in New York. 
Harvest of snap beans for processing continues with 
good yields. Lettuce harvest varies from active in 
the San Luis Valley of Colorado to light in Salinas 
Valley, California. Onion harvest is nearly com- 
plete in Texas. 


PASTURES AND LIVESTOCK: Pasture conditions declined 
with the hot weather and lack of rain. Most North 
Central pastures are only fair to good and generally 
need moisture. Idaho and Montana have good to excel- 
lent ranges. Livestock condition is good. 
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STATE SUMMARIES OF WEATHER AND AGRICULTURE 


These summaries provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a 


national scale. 


More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published 


each Monday by SRS State offices in cooperation with the National Weather Service, NOAA, 


ALABAMA: Heavy and widespread rainfall deludged 
much of south Alabama during the middle of the 
week. Brewton, in southcentral Alabama recorded 
a three day total of 10.93 in. Mobile finished 
the week with almost 12.00 in. Four to six inch 
amounts were common elsewhere over the south. 
Heavy cloud cover held temperatures to 2° below 
normal for the week. 

Too wet to plow sums up field activities. 
Soil moisture surplus entire State. Corn condi- 
tion good to excellent, all tasseled, 56% dented; 
1974 all tasseled, 41% dented. Cotton condition 
good, need less rain to combat insects, all squar- 
ing, 68% setting bolls; 1974 all squaring, 91% 
setting bolls. Soybeans 58% blooming, 53% 1974. 
Weeds becoming problem, condition good. Peanuts 
pegging all areas, condition down due to excessive 
rainfall but still good. Hay harvesting at stand- 
still. Pasture condition improved. 


ALASKA: Temperatures averaged near normal. Rain- 
fall amounts were below normal except for 1.42 in. 
during the week at Big Delta. Heavy rains through- 
out the Railbelt caused some lodging of grain and 
held up completion of the first cutting of hay. 
Height of grain reported up to 42 in. in Matanuska 
Valley with a Railbelt average of about 36 in. 

All potato fields were in bloom except on the Kenai 
Peninsula, up to two weeks behind in growth. Ground 
moisture supply was adequate. 

ARIZONA: Normal summer shower activity ended 
Wednesday as dry air moved over State. Rainfall 
amounts were well below normal for week. Temper- 
atures averaged near or slightly below normal de- 
spite hot spell end of week. 

Cotton good progress statewide. Harvest small 
grains virtually complete. Sorghum grain early 
plantings reached maturity, later plantings all 
stages. Safflower harvest increasing. Sugar- 
beet harvest nearing completion. Beets fall har- 
vest good growth. Alfalfa hay harvest continued 
statewide, fourth cutting nearing completion. 
Spring cantaloup, watermelon harvest practically 
complete Yuma. Harvest mixed vegetables seasonal 
progress Salt River Valley. Limited harvest trans- 
planted chili Cochise. Commercial picking grapes 
completed. Grapefruit, Valencia orange harvest 
complete. Insect counts low, new crop sizing well. 
Trees good growth. Ranges mostly fair. Cattle, 
calves good condition. 


Temperatures ranged from 1 to 5° below 
Extremes were 94 and 62°. Warm first of 
midweek, warming trend toward week- 
Most totaling 


ARKANSAS: 
normal. 
week, cool 
end. Rain showers covered State. 
more than 1.00 in. 

Local showers brought relief to crops. Field- 
work: 4.5 days suitable. All crops in good con- 
dition. Cotton needed rain, squaring rate fell, 
but fruiting continued at rapid pace. Insect 
populations increased. Most fields on regular 
spray schedule. Rice continued to make excellent 
progress. Draining continued with harvest two 
weeks away. Early soybeans blooming and setting 
pods. Later beans showing drought stress. Weed 
control measures effective. Early corn in dent 
stage. Sorghum maturing rapidly, later plantings 
boot to head stage. Hay needs additional mois- 
ture for regrowth. Harvest progressed rapidly. 
Local showers helped pasture regrowth. 


CALIFORNIA: Average temperatures near normal 
except generally above normal along North Coast. 
After very hot weekend, colder air moved over 
northern half of State. Low temperatures dropped 
to around freezing northeast portion. Scattered 
thunderstorm activity over Sierra Nevada and iso- 
lated thunderstorms over southern deserts. Light 
showers near Oregon border. 

Small grain harvest continues. Rice later than 
normal. Beans, corn, and cotton treated for insects. 
Beans and milo still being planted. Alfalfa hay 
continues to be harvested; seed harvest to begin 
soon. Safflower harvest started in Firebaugh area. 
Walnuts developing well, some burn, blight showing. 
Aphids heavy some orchards, applying controls. 
Almond hulls splitting, orchards being readied for 
harvest. Fig harvest continues. Thompson seedless 
grapes maturing rapidly. Some heat damage Tokay 
stems, berries. Applying controls for mildew, 
leaf hopper. Pear, peach harvests continue; quality 
little low. Apple thinning nearing completion; 
some harvesting. June avocado drop light. Valencia 
orange harvest continues slowly, quality declining. 
Summer grapefruit movement continues slow. Broccoli 
moderate Salinas. Cauliflower heavy, quality good. 
Cantaloup past peak Huron; Firebaugh-Mendota moving 
fast pace. Carrot digging curtailed, poor market. 
Celery cutting moderate. Honeydew continues Sacra- 
mento, Kern. Lettuce cutting light Salinas. Light 
potato digging continues Hemet. Strawberry picking 
continues Central Coast. Canning tomato harvest 
increasing westside. Watermelon active San Joaquin. 
High ranges good. Water problems foothill areas. 
Livestock good, on summer pasture. Sheep on stubble. 
COLORADO: Temperatures 2 to 7° below normal moun- 
tains and Western Colorado, normal elsewhere. High's 
lower elevation 80's to 100's. Cool front August l, 
high's 60's to 70's mountains 70's to 80's lower 
elevation. State high 102° at La Junta, July 29. 
Precipitation ranged from 0.10 in. San Luis Valley 
to 1.00 in. Kansas River Basin. Winter wheat 89% 
harvested, 98% 1974, 93% average. Winter barley 
90% harvested, 96% 1974, 89% average. Corn height 
64 in.; tasseled 64%, 87% 1974, 79% average, 
silked 32%, 63% 1974. Moderate hail damage north- 
east. All row crops good condition. Second cutting 
alfalfa 51% complete. Light insect problem with 
spider mites on corn northeast. Greenbugs on sor- 
ghum southeast. Summer potato digging active north- 
east. Lettuce harvest continuing San Luis Valley. 
Ranges and pastures dry southeast. Livestock good 
condition. 
FLORIDA: Heavy rains Panhandle and the western 
portions Northern Peninsula. Elsewhere after- 
noon thundershowers prevailed. Temperatures 
averaged near normal: below normal Panhandle. 
Rainfall excessive in Panhandle, more than 12.00 
in. Moderate over rest of Peninsula. 

Soil moisture mostly excessive with flooding of 
low lands in western counties on July 29-30. Corn 
fair to good condition. Harvest halted because 
of rain. Peanuts and soybeans good condition, but 
open weather would be beneficial. Flue-cured to- 
bacco harvest about completed in many areas. Sugar- 
cane in good condition. Hay harvest practically 
at a stand still. Cattle, calf condition mostly 
good to excellent. Tomato plantings underway in 
the west central and Ft. Pierce-Pompano areas. 

Soil moisture mostly adequate in all areas. Plan- 
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ting of fall crops expected to be active by mid- 


August. Citrus tree condition excellent, new crop 
fruit excellent condition, cover crops growing well 


GEORGIA: Temperatures 1 to 4° below normal. 
Weekly average 74° northeast to 82° lower coast. 
Numerous showers especially southwest during week. 
Rain of 2.00 in. to 3.00 in. common except less 
than 1.00 in. east central and extreme northwest. 
In excess of 6.00 in. Early and McIntosh Counties. 
Heaviest rain July 29 and 30. 

Soil moisture surplus. Field work hampered by 
daily showers. Fieldwork: 20 days suitable. 
Corn mostly good to excellent. Silage harvest 
underway. Peanuts mostly good, 99% blooming, 98% 
pegging, white mold serious problem. Cotton fair 
to mostly good, 92% setting bolls. Insecticide 
application between rains. Soybeans good. Tobacco 
80% harvested, 1974 80%, average 84%. Peach har- 
vest virtually complete. Watermelons 86% harvested. 
Pastures, cattle, hogs good. 


HAWAII: 
progress. 


Growing conditions favorable for crop 

Some light scattered rains in higher 
elevation. Most crops required heavy irrigation. 
No relief for dry Hamakua Coast on Hawaii. Sugar- 
cane crop and pastures showing greater stress. 
Vegetable and melon supplies adequate. Banana sup- 
plies heavy. Papaya production downtrend. Pineapple 
peak harvesting about over. Sugar operation active. 


IDAHO: High temperatures 90's east to upper 90's 
to 108° elsewhere. Low mid 30's to 40's east-- 
mostly 40's elsewhere. Scattered showers mid to 
latter part week. 

High winds--scattered hail damaged crops local 
areas Southwest and Northern Idaho. Crop develop- 
ment rapid rate. Winter wheat 15% ripe, 55% 1974. 
Potato crop 80% closing middles, 85% 1974. Spring 
wheat 2 percent ripe, 15% 1974. Pasture grasses 
good to excellent--best for period since 1967. 
Livestock excellent shape--some cattle pink eye 
northern Idaho. 


ILLINOIS: 
northern two-thirds, 


Temperatures 2 to 5° above normal for 
southern third 3° below normal 
to 1° above normal. Precipitation less than 0.25 
in. for northwest section, 3.00 in. south. 

Corn reached dough stage on 60%, 10% 1974, 
average 24%. Condition 41% excellent, 57% good, 
2% fair. Soybeans blooming 92%, 54% 1974, average 
69%. Setting pods 70%, 17% 1974, average 35%; 
crop condition 34% excellent, 64% good, 2% fair. 
Oat harvest 92% complete, 88% 1974, average 76%. 
Alfalfa hay 2d cutting 88% done, 75% 1974, average 
74%. Winter wheat plowing 20% complete. Pasture 
condition 14% excellent, 45% good, 9% fair. Soil 
moisture 61% short, 39% adequate. Fieldwork: 6.5 
days suitable. 


INDIANA: Weekend rain 0.50 to 1.00 in. extreme 
northwest and southeast, 0.50 to 1.50 from southwest 
to northeast with heavier amounts locally. Near 
normal week in temperature, evaporation, and sun- 
shine. 

Fieldwork averaged 7 days. Topsoil moisture 
short. Subsoil moisture mostly short to adequate. 
Oats 95% combined, 1974 80%, average 70%. Corn 85% 
Silked, 1974 50%, average 70%. Corn 35% in dough 
5% dented. Soybeans 55% setting pods, 1974 15%, 
1973 30%. Intended wheat land 15% plowed, 1974 
10% plowed, average 20%. Alfalfa hay 85% cut 2d 
time, 1974 70%. Pastures poor to fair. Apples 10% 
picked. 


; 


IOWA: Temperatures were above normal and quite uni- 
form through the week except for a brief cooling 


August 2. Significant rainfall August 1-4 was 
restricted to the northwest, north central, and 
west central districts of the State where amounts 
over 0.50 in. were common. 

Dry week broken very little by scattered showers 
over weekend. Northwest received good showers but 
were scattered. Crops rapidly approaching critical 
stage. Corn silked (75% or more) 92%, 74% 1974, 
85% average. Corn in milk or more advanced stage, 
36%. Late planted corn hurt more than earlier 
planted corn. Some stunted by hot, dry weather. 
Corn on light soil hurt. Growing conditions mostly 
fair, pollination fair to good. Soybeans standing 
heat and drought better than corn. Development 
very slow. Fields blooming (75% or more) 84%, 

71% 1974, 77% average. Soybeans setting pods 60%, 
29% 1974, 41% average. Growing condition of soy- 
beans fair to good. Oat harvest nearing completion 
at 95%, 88% 1974, 78% average. Second cutting 
alfalfa 85% harvested, 77% 1974, 72% average. 
Second cutting red clover 53% harvested, 47% 1974, 
38% average. Topsoil moisture nearly 100% short. 
Subsoil moisture 83% short, 17% adequate, no sur- 
plus. Fieldwork averaged 6.9 days suitable. 


KANSAS: Rains of 1.00 to 2.00 in. and locally 
heavier western third. Scattered moisture of 0.50 
to 2.00 in. extreme southeast. Remainder of State 
critically dry. Temperatures averaged near normal 
west and south to about 2° above normal northeast 
and north central. 

Crop prospects continued to decline eastern 
two-thirds. Topsoil moisture critically short 
eastern two-thirds. Non-irrigated corn firing, 
sorghum, soybean development retarded. Sorghum 
acreage 20% headed, 10% 1974, 25% average. Corn 
35% dough stage, equal to 1974 and average. Soy- 
beans 25% podding, 25% 1974, 40% average. Third 
crop alfalfa hay 25% harvested, 30% 1974, 35% 


average. Pastures and ranges deteriorated except 
in west. 
KENTUCKY: Very little rainfall occurred first 


half of week, but Western half averaged 1.00 in. 

during latter half of week. Eastern areas rain- 

fall averaged from 0.00 to 0.50 in. Temperatures 
averaged near normal during week. 

Weekend rains temporarily relieved drought condi- 
tions. Soil moisture before rains rated at 82% 
short, 16% adequate, 2% surplus. Nearly all days 
favorable for fieldwork. Corn development similar 
to last year, 35%pre-milk, 42% milk, 23% in dough 
or later stage. Rain very beneficial to soybeans: 
45% blooming or podding, 36% in 1974 and 36% 
average. Additional moisture favorable to tobacco; 
burley 24% blooming, 36% last year, 27% average-- 
4% topped. Pastures poor condition, but should 
improve with the rains. 


LOUISIANA: Temperatures 2 to 4° below normal. 
Scattered thundershowers west. Frequent showers 
and thunderstorms east. Rainfall totals 5.00 to 
7.00 in. southeast and east central portions. 
Temperature extremes 94 and 67°. Greatest 24-hour 
rainfall, 4.32 in. New Orleans, August 2. 

Soil moisture adequate to surplus. Fieldwork 
possible 2.5 days. Main activities cultivation, 
insect control, harvesting rice, and haying. Soy- 
beans fair to good. Early planted fields bloom- 
ing and setting pods. Fields grassy, cultivation 
active. Cotton mostly fair. Fruiting well, 75% 
setting bolls, insect control general. Rice good 
to excellent. Yields good. Some lodging in mature 
fields. Corn and sorghum fair to good. Crops 
maturing, light harvest begun. Sugarcane growth 
excellent. Excess moisture preventing suckering. 
Sweetpotatoes 


Rains delaying fallow plowing. 
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fair. Light harvest Acadia apd St. Martin:sParishes. MONTANA: Hot Monday. Sharp cooling Tuesday and 
Watermelon harvest general. Haying active. Wednesday. Temperatures averaged normal east to 


MARYLAND AND DELAWARE: Temperatures normal to 4° 
below normal. Precipitation ranged from 0.01 to 
0.80 in. Weekend sunny and hot. 

Corn 75% silked, 84% 1974; 35% in dough stage. 
Soybeans 36% bloomed, 18% podded. Tobacco 5% 


harvested. Third cutting alfalfa 45% complete. 
Vegetable harvest active. Apple and peach harvest 
continues. 

MICHIGAN: Temperatures ranged 4 to 12° above 


normal with record temperatures. Rain-trace to 

.00 in. on weekend. 

Soils dry but relieved by rain on weekend. 
Fieldwork heavy: 6.0 days. Corn 60% silked, 
37% 1974; dough 15%. Soybeans 45% blooming; 
pods setting 25%, 20% 1974. Dry beans 50% blooming, 
25% setting pods. Wheat harvest 95% complete, 
84% 1974. Oat combining 25%, 15% 1974. Potato 
digging 20% in Bay Area; 10% elsewhere. Second cut- 
ting hay half made, 30% 1974. Tart cherries wind- 
ing up in central, across State 80%. Summer apples 
harvest 15% harvested; peach and cantaloupe started 
south. Cabbage cutting 40%. Pickle harvest 40%, 
10% 1974. Sweet corn picking 30%. 


MINNESOTA: A hot week that ended showery. Tempera- 
tures 6 to 8° above normal. Extremes: 103 and 46° 
Precipitation beginning August 1 broke July dry 
spell but averages major agricultural areas only 
0.50 to 0.08 in. Central area dry with only 0.10 
in. average. 

Rainfall benefited row crops in dry western 
counties and aided small grains in northern coun- 
ties. Dry conditions remain in central. Corn 15% 

milk, 10% 1974, 14% average. Soybeans 55% set- 
ting pods, 40% 1974, 47% average. Rye and winter 
wheat about two-thirds combined, somewhat ahead of 
average. Other small grains ripening in north but 
harvest fully underway elsewhere. Oats 29% com- 
bined, 32% 1974, 28% average. Barley 21% combined, 
23% 1974, 24% average. Spring wheat 9 percent com- 
bined, 14% 1974, 10% average. Test weight of small 
grains somewhat light in central counties. 


MISSISSIPPI: Rainfall range 0.21 to 8.27 in. 
Greatest 24-hour rainfall was 5.50 in. at Canton, 
August 1. Temperature extremes 95 and 62°. 

Soil moisture adequate to excessive, mostly sur- 
plus. Fieldwork: 2.0 days suitable. Cotton 99% 
squaring, 99% 1974, 100% average; 84% blooming, 
61% setting bolls, 80% 1974. Soybeans 41% bloom- 
ing, 36% 1974, 43% average; 19% podding, 15% 1974, 
15% average. Corn 86% tasseling, 79% silked, 49% 
in dough stage, 34% dented. Sorghum 46% and rice 
8% headed. Cucumbers 93%, peaches 87%, watermelons 
62% and hay crops 49% harvested. All reported 
crops in fair to good condition. 


MISSOURI: Temperatures ranged 1° below normal 
Bootheel, nearly normal to 4° above remainder of 
State. Precipitation less 0.05 in. northwest 
third of State to 0.50 in. south. 

Soil moisture short all areas except part east, 
south, and southeast: statewide 89% short, 10% 
adequate, 1% surplus. Six days suitable for field- 
work. Corn condition 35% poor, 55% fair, 8% good, 
2% excellent; 88% silked, 74% 1974, 81% average; 
48% dough stage. Soybean condition 14% poor, 56% 
fair, 28% good, 2% excellent; 69% blooming, 39% 
1974, 56% average; 37% setting pods. Sorghum 58% 
heading, 38% 1974, 49% average. Cotton condition 
mostly fair to good, 95% setting bolls, 79% 1974, 
70% average. Alfalfa hay 2d cutting and Clo-Tim 
hay 94% harvested, 3d cutting alfalfa 16% com- 
plete, 24% 1974, 32% average. 


5° below normal central. Freezing temperatures 
occurred southwest midweek. Precipitation above 
normal throughout. 

General showers through Thursday .benefited spring 
grains. Mostly dry over weekend. Winter wheat 
harvest starting, 50% ripe, last year 60%--normal 
65%. Spring wheat, oats 60% turning, none ripe. 
Barley 50% turning. All spring grains headed. 

Last year, 10% spring wheat, 20% barley, 15% oats 
were ripe. Normal 35% spring wheat, 25% barley 
and oats. First cutting alfalfa 90% done, 2d cut- 
ting 10%. Irrigation water ample. Grazing pros- 
pects good to excellent. Livestock good to 
excellent condition. Grasshopper damage light to 
moderate. 


NEBRASKA: Temperatures above normal list half, 
below normal ist and 2d. Showers and thunder- 
storms on 30th and 3lst. 

Topsoil moisture supplies 63% short, 35% ade- 
quate, 2% surplus. Subsoil moisture supplies 71% 
short, 28% adequate, 1% surplus. Last year top- 
soil 93% short, subsoil 99% short. Winter wheat 
harvest virtually complete. Irrigated corn condi- 
tion 3% fair, 71% good, 26% excellent. Corn 85% 
silked, 95% 1974. Dryland corn condition 9% poor, 
49% fair, 41% good, 1% excellent. Corn 80% silked, 


65% 1974. Sorghum condition poor 3%, fair 40%, 
good 52%, excellent 5%: Over 55% headed, 40% 1974, 
normal 50%. Soybean condition 26% fair, 59% good, 


15% excellent: over 45% podded, 35% 1974, normal 
50%. Alfalfa hay condition fair to good. Nearly 
85% second cutting harvested, 10% third cutting. 
Sugarbeets and dry beans progress good. Pasture 
and range feed supplies 49% short, 51% adequate. 


NEVADA: Temperatures below normal beginning week, 
slightly above later. Extremes 112° Logandale, 

29° Mountain City. Precipitation light from widely 
scattered thundershowers, Caliente received most, 
0.15 in. 

Ranges fair but getting drier. Alfalfa yields 
disappointing on first cuttings, second crop normal 
or above. Small grain harvest continues. Live- 
stock holding up well with above usual losses to 


coyotes. 


NEW ENGLAND: Record high temperatures included 
104° Brunswick, Maine and Providence, R. I. and 
100° Rumford, Maine. Precipitation light, spotty 
except eastern Maine received some rain from 
hurricane Blanche. Aroostock County, Maine potato 
crop continues rapid growth. Some concern about 
poor set. Weather favored rapid growth both field 
and sweet corn. Blueberry harvest full swing. 
Picking early apples and peaches continues. Hay- 
ing active, second cut quality good. Pastures short. 


Hot dry week, 4° above normal. 
Extremes were: 52° at Newton on July 30 and 100° 
at Hammonton and Toms River on the 2d. Rainfall 
averaged less than 0.01 in. north and central, 0.04 
in. south. Heaviest 24-hour total was 0.29 in. on 
July 29. Estimated soil moisture in percent of 
field capacity averaged 64% north, 45% central and 
35% south. 

Soil drying rapidly. Farmers irrigating in 
light soils. Hot weather maturing crops rapidly. 
Haymaking and grain combining progressed well. 
Fall vegetable acreage planting underway. Summer 
vegetable moving to market; white potato digging 
light but increasing. Sweetpotato vine growth 


NEW JERSEY: 


heavy. Peach and apple harvest increasing. Blue- 
berry harvest drawing to a close. Cranberries siz- 
ing well. 
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NEW MEXICO: Rainfall totals 0.50 to 0.75 in. 
northeast portion, south central mountains, and 
southern desert. Elsewhere showers were very light 
and widely scattered. Temperatures averaged near 
normal to a couple of degrees cooler than normal 
with only slight day-to-day changes. 

Rainfall many areas--moisture short to adequate 
north, adequate south. Cotton fair but late, 
most areas squaring setting boll. Alfalfa harvest 
hampered by rain some areas, fair to good condition. 
Grain sorghum good: Some heading, some greenbug 
populations. Corn good: Well advanced tasseling. 
Wheat-barley harvest near completion. Apples: 
Poor to fair. Onions - peanuts good. Safflower 
harvest begun - good condition. Sunflower good - 
spraying for moths. Ranges fair to good. Live- 
stock mostly good. 


NEW YORK: Major heat wave second half, many sta- 
tions recording new highs. Warming occurred 30th 
and hot thereafter. Precipitation spotty and below 
normal. Heaviest northeast with little or no 

rain elsewhere. 

Hot dry week ideal for harvest. Moisture defi- 
ciency continues. 2d cutting alfalfa 55% complete. 
Potato leaf hopper damage widespread in alfalfa 
fields, reducing yields and damaging new seedings. 
Wheat harvest 70%, yields down, some sprouting. 
Oat harvest about 20% complete. Corn prospects 
good but some moisture deficiencies exist. Sweet 
corn harvest full swing. Orange County onions, 
celery and lettuce harvest continues. Hot weather 
promoting early maturity of onions. Snap bean 
harvest for processing moving along. Blossom end 
rot problem some tomato fields. Tart cherry har- 
vest about complete. Early variety apples and 
peaches available locally. Apples sizing ade- 
quately. Pears in good condition, grapes develop- 
ing normally. 


NORTH CAROLINA: 
tures were near normal. 

Soil moisture diminished last week, July -- 
mostly adequate. Days suitable fieldwork 4.5. 
Flue-cured and burley tobacco -- fair to mostly 
good. Flue-cured harvest 30% complete; 1974 33%, 
average 24%. Few sweetpotatoes dug. Haying 
operations nearly 75% complete, 1974 65%. Apples 
9% picked. Peach harvest past peak. Pasture, 
Irish potatoes, hay, soybeans, peanuts, cotton, 
and corn fair to mostly good. Apples and sweet- 
potatoes mostly good. 


NORTH DAKOTA: Temperatures averaged 8° above 
normal with 6° above southwest to 10° above north 
central. Extremes: 110° Fort Yates on 29th to 
48° Beulah on 2d. Precipitation ranged 0.52 in. 
below normal northeast to 1.21 in. above east 
central. Largest precipitation Riverdale with 
2.13 in. Largest 24-hour rainfall Bismarck 1.89 
in. on 3lst. 

Weekend was cooler and dry. Harvesting of 
small grains starting hard red spring and durum, 
and 5% winter wheat. Oats and barley 3% and 12% 
combined respectively. Rye is 15% combined. Row 
crops need rain to mature properly. Livestock in 
generally good condition with pastures needing 
rain to insure fall grazing. 


Warm week with temperatures reaching 90° 


OHIO: 
or above. Range; low 56°, high 96°. Scattered 
thunderstorms 28th and ist with most rainfall 
northwest 1.62 in., least southeast 0.02 in. 
Harvest completed: Oats 95%, 75% 1974, and 70% 
normal; potatoes 15%, 10% 1974 and normal; Clover- 
timothy hay second cutting 65%, 60% 1974, and 45% 
normal. Alfalfa hay second cutting 90%, 80% 1974, 
and 70% normal. Corn 25% dought stage, 10 % 1974, 


Precipitation was light and tempera- 


and normal. Soybeans 25% pods set, 10% 1974, and 
normal. Fall plowing for wheat 10%, 5% 1974, and 
10% normal. Moisture supplies 89% short and 11% 
adequate. Moisture supplies improved following 
rains 2d and 3d. Fieldwork: 7 days favorable. 


OKLAHOMA: Temperatures below normal again. Pre- 
cipitation ranged from 0.61 in. southeast to 1.81 
in. central. Weekend warm and scattered rains 
occurred in some areas. 

Seedbed preparation for fall small grains con- 
tinued. Some fertilizer applied. Fall row crop 
condition good, except cotton only fair to good. 
Corn late with one-third in dough, all acreage tas- 
seling or past. Sorghums 25% dough, 31% 1974. 
Cotton week later than year ago with 86% squaring 
and 17% setting bolls. Insects building up. Pea- 
nut development about average with 80% blooming 
and soybeans a week late with just over one-half 
blooming. Third cutting alfalfa near 50% mark. 
Moisture supplies improved, one-third counties 
short top moisture, mostly northern tier. Ranges 
and livestock holding good condition. 


OREGON: Temperatures averaged close to normal. 
Maximum first part of week in 90's and low 100's. 
Minimum latter part of week between 43 to 51° 
west of Cascades, in 30's east. Precipitation 
west 0.75 in. or less, close to 0.50 in. some 
areas in east. 

Severe thunderstorm, strong winds, hail, struck 
Ontario area July 29th causing considerable dam- 
age to crops and some buildings. Wheat 40% har- 
vested. Grain harvest in full swing Columbia Ba- 
sin Counties. Western counties cutting barley 
and wheat. Oats, vetch, harvest continuing. 

Grass seed harvest near complete. Second cutting 
hay continues. Mint, hops fair to good. Some 
early mint harvest. Tart cherry harvest under- 
way. Peach harvest in Willamette Valley. Prune 
crop looks good. Filbert and walnuts sizing well. 
Cauliflower, broccoli, cucumbers, green beans, 
green peas all being harvested. Sweet corn silk- 
ing. Norgold potato harvest underway at Hermiston, 
other potatoes look good. Ranges and pastures dry- 
ing but adequate. Cattle, calves very good. Feed 
and water supplies adequate. Fire danger moderate. 


PENNSYLVANIA: High pressure produced clear sunny 
skies with light breezes that culminated in a heat 
wave last 5 days producing hottest week in 2 years. 
After seasonable mildness Monday and Tuesday, tem- 
peratures climbed daily peaking Saturday near 100° 
southern areas and upper 80's and 90's central 

and north. Extremes: 48 and 99°. No rain until 
Sunday afternoon and night when thundershower ac- 
tivity provided up to 1.00 in. rainfall parts of 
west. Most central and eastern areas received 
little or no rain. 

Hot, dry week helped to make good quality hay; 
rapid progress in combining oats. Soils continued 
to dry. Soil moisture short 50%, adequate 50%. 
Oats harvested 32%, ripe 45%, turning yellow 20%, 
headed 3%. Wheat harvested 68%, ripe 26%, yellow 
5%, headed 1%. Barley harvested 79%, ripe 10%, 
turning yellow 5%, headed 6%. Corn average height 
70 inches. Quality of hay made good 63%, fair 
30%, poor 7%. Amount of feed being obtained from 
pasture below average 50%, average 48%, above aver- 
age 2%. 


PUERTO RICO: Island average rainfall 1.14 in. 
Highest weekly total 4.69 in. at Arecibo lIonospheric 
obs. Temperatures averaged about 80° on coasts 
and 75° interior divisions. 

Agricultural drought continued in southern and 
northern divisions although conditions were eased 
by light showers in some areas. Some recuperation 
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of sugarcane, coffee, pasture, and food crops noted 
in various sectors, but more rains are needed, main- 
ly in south coastal areas ,for normal development. 
Most activities concentrated in cultivation fertil- 
izing and new plantings. 


SOUTH CAROLINA: Temperatures averaged near normal. 
Rainfall below average occurring as scattered 
thundershowers during midweek. 

Spraying, harvesting activity increased. Tobacco 
condition fair to good, 67% harvested, 76% 1974, 
68% average. Cotton fair to good condition, most 
in early boll development stage. Soybeans good 
condition. Corn good condition, 74% dough, 46% 
mature stage. Peach harvest of late varieties 
underway, 84% harvested, 87% 1974, 80% average. 


SOUTH DAKOTA: Temperatures averaged 1 to 8° above 
normal. A general rain started July 31 which pro- 
vided varying amounts of moisture 0.00 in. north- 
west, 0.77 in. central to 4.73 east. 

The rain was very welcome but it came too late 
to help the small grains and part of the corn crop. 
Spring wheat 89% ripe, 1974 100%, normal 83%. 

Oats 98% ripe, 1974 99%, normal 94%. Barley 100% 
ripe, same as 1974 and normal. Winter wheat 96% 
combined, 1974 100%, normal 88%. Rye 86% combined, 
1974 96%, normal 85%. Spring wheat 43% combined, 
1974 82%, normal 49%. Oats 69% combined, 1974 82%, 
normal 68%. Barley 73% combined, 1974 91%, normal 
72%. Flax 34% ripe, 1974 51%, normal 31%. Flax 
8% combined, 1974 21%, normal 5%. Corn 57% silked, 
81% tasseled, 1974 71%, normal 69%. Soybeans 89% 
in or past bloom stage, 1974 89%, normal 86%. 
Soybeans 29% podded, 1974 51%, normal 30%. Sor- 
ghum 25% headed, 1974 29%, normal 33%. Second 
cutting of alfalfa 75% harvested, prairie hay 68%. 
Livestock generally in good condition. Pastures 
generally holding out except in the southeast but 
these should improve after the rain. 


TENNESSEE: Temperatures averaged about normal. 
Precipitation averaged above normal in the west 
and at or below in the east. General rains fell 
over weekend. 

Soybeans in good condition; blooming 60%, 1974 
49%, average 57%. Setting pods 23%, 1974 12%, 
average 18%. Corn yields hurt by dry weather. 
Dough stage 48%, 1974 32%, average 47%. Dented 
17%, 1974 18%, average 16%. Cotton boll weevil 
infestation heavy. Cotton development good; set- 
ting bolls 75%, 1974 52%, average 64%. Tobacco 
short and uneven, hurt by late plantings and dry 
weather. Topping being delayed; topped 16%, 1974 
27%, average 28%. 


TEXAS: Low pressure, warm moist air produced 
showers, thunderstorms. Rainfall totals above 
normal most Texas, but south little precipitation. 
Rainfall 2.00 to 3.00 in. above normal southeast. 
Temperatures within 2 to 3° normal. 

Corn, sorghum harvest moving along excellent 
pace from Blacklands southward, while harvest 
cotton, peanuts still very early stages. Rice 
harvest along Upper Gulf Coast lagging behind 1974 
schedule but rapidly gaining momentum. High Plains 
cotton good growth, beginning fruit, some early 
blooming. Low Plains through Blacklands making 
good growth, fruiting but insect problems increas- 
ing, control measures necessary most localities. 
Most fields Coastal Bend, Lower Rio Grande Valley 
defoliated, harvest underway where fields dry. 
Corn harvest making satisfactory progress South 
central, Coastal Bend, Lower Rio Grande Valley, 
High Plains satisfactory progress but insect pro- 
blems increasing. Sorghum harvest exceleent pro- 
gress South, South central, Upper Gulf Coast; just 
getting started Blacklands, East. Yields disap- 


pointing Southcentral, parts Blacklands. High, 
low plains sorghum coming along very well but 
greenbugs increasing, spray operations carried out 
most localities. Major crops percent harvested: 
Cotton 1975 1, 1974 3, average 2; corn 1975 5, 
1974 15, average 8; sorghum 1975 37, 1974 40, aver- 
age 27; rice 1975 21, 1974 47, average 34; peanuts 
1975 2, 1974 1, average 4. High Plains: Onions 
season rapidly coming to an end. Potato harvest 
full swing. Cucumber, carrot, sweet corn harvest 
remains active. Green peppers, cantaloups, toma- 
toes progressing well. Trans-Pecos: Onion har- 
vest nearing completion. Cantaloup harvest full 
swing Pecos, Fort Stockton areas. North: Canta- 
loups, tomatoes, squash, okra, cucumbers, sweet 
corn, watermelons being harvested. Knox-Haskell: 
Excessive rains damaging cantaloups, watermelons. 
East: Tomato supplies continue seasonal decline. 
Watermelon harvest active. Central: Tomato har- 
vest final stages. Watermelon harvest continues. 
Upper Coast: Watermelon harvest continues. Peaches: 
Harvest virtually complete central, Hill Country. 
Picking tapering off east, north. Grazing well 
above average time year, maintaining livestock ex- 
cellent condition into late summer. Insect pro- 
blems increasing flies, mosquitoes, caused weight 
losses. Screwworm cases also increased source 
constant concern most ranchers. Hay baling excel- 
lent progress though rains created problems caused 
some losses. 


UTAH: Stormy midweek brought measurable moisture 
to much of State. Locally heavy amounts with some 
hail damage. Temperatures ranged normal to 5° 
below. 

Second cutting alfalfa hay progressing 
tral. Southern counties getting started. 
wheat 10% harvested. Spring grains headed, turn- 
ing color, 3 to 10% ripe. Good yield prospects. 
Snap bean harvest completed. Sweet corn, onions 
good condition, tomatoes fair. Livestock good con- 
dition. Range feed, water supplies good. 


north cen- 
Winter 


VIRGINIA: 
and 2d. 
and 52°. 
Fieldwork: 5.5 days suitable. Topsoil moisture 
becoming short. Dry west, southwest. Need rain 
throughout. Corn good to excellent. Early crop 
about made. Soybeans favorable. Cultivating late 
fields. Spraying for weeds, insects increasing. 
Tobacco declined slightly. Premature yellowing 
flue-cured. Increased harvesting. Curing space 


Scattered showers throughout except list 
Temperatures near normal. Extremes: 98 


tight. Sun, fire types normal. Burley satisfac- 
tory. Needs rain. Peanuts food. Soils favor 
pegging. Applying disease control chemicals. 


Small grain harvest nearing end. 
and summer apples. Harvest processing tomatoes, 
other vegetables. Potato digging continues. 
Summer cabbage harvest southwest. Excellent week 


Harvesting peaches 


for haying. Plowing for fall planted crops. 
WASHINGTON: West: Temperatures normal to 1° above 
normal. Precipitation varied from below normal to 


0.20 in. above normal. 

Raspberry harvest at peak. Blueberry picking 
underway. Green pea, cucumber, vegetable seed har- 
vest continued. Roadside vegetable picking began. 
Haying active. 

East: Temperatures normal to 3° below normal. 
cipitation normal to 0.40 in. above normal. 

Apricots, peach picking continued. Spraying for 
mites and codling moths in apple, pear orchards. 
Harvest sweet corn for processing underway. Second 
cutting alfalfa hay progressing. Potato harvest 
continued. Grain harvest continued, interrupted by 
rain showers. Dry pea harvest continued. Green 


Pre- 


(Continued on page 14) 
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AGRICULTURAL IMPLICATICNS: Above normal precip- 
itation in the Southeast, along with below normal 
temperatures, would slow crop development and 
cause problems for late planted cotton later this 
fall. In general above normal moisture would be 
beneficial, particularly in Arkansas and Missouri. 
In the Corn Belt, above normal moisture in eastern 


areas would aid potentially record corn and soybean 
crops. Row crops in the western Corn Belt will 
deteriorate further if the below normal rainfall 

of July continues. The below normal precipitation 
forecast for the northern and central Great Plains 
would benefit the active small grain harvest, but 
hurt row crops and pastures. 
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TEMPERATURE DEPARTURE (°F) from 30-YEAR MEAN 
Spring (March —- May 1975) 
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SPRING WEATHER SUMMARY 
HIGHLIGHTS: Except for scattered areas in the May was generally drier than usual across the 
East, spring 1975 was cooler than usual. Depar- North Central States, but continued wet in the Deep 
tures ranged up to -6° in central Montana. Precip- South, the Rocky Mountain States, and along the 
itation was near normal in most areas. In most Appalachians. The most severe weather was associ- 
of the Great Plains and northern Rockies, rainfall ated with three twisters that struck Omaha, Nebr. 


was well above normal. In contrast, amounts were 
well below normal in parts of the Corn Belt, the 
desert Southwest, and Washington State. 


PRECIPITATION: March was unusually wet in most 
areas, except in the southern and central Great 
Plains. Precipitation amounts ranged from 0.01 in. 
at Brownsville, Tex., which was only 1% of normal, 
to more than 12.00 in. over most of Tennessee and 
parts of Kentucky, Alabama, and Mississippi. 
Heaviest rains fell during midmonth. 

April precipitation was near normal across most 
‘of the Country. The first week of the month brought 
high winds and wintery conditions to many areas. 
Heavy snow immobilized parts of Illinois and 
Michigan on the 2d and 3d. Gale force winds 
wracked the North Central and Eastern States on the 
3d through the 6th, causing extensive damage and 
heavy snow in New England. During the month 
unusually heavy rains fell in Montana and the 
northern Great Plains. The Gulf Coast, including 
southern portions of Mississippi, Louisiana, Ala- 
bama, Georgia, and northern Florida, was also very 
wet, mostly during the 2d and 3d weeks of the 
month. 


Simultaneously on the 6th, resulting in the worst 
tornado disaster there since Easter Sunday, 1913. 
Considerable violent weather occurred throughout 
the month, particularly in the Southeast. In the 
Corn Belt, it was the best May in 3 years for 
planting. 


TEMPERATURE: March temperatures were well helow 
normal across the Country except for the Gulf 
Coast and parts of the Rocky Mountains. Spring's 
first really warm weather came during the third 
week of March but was short-lived, as temperatures 
again dropped at the end of the month. 

Temperatures during April averaged well below 
normal again as winter refused to release its grip. 
Montana averaged 10 to 12° below normal while the 
northern Great Plains averaged 6 to 8° below nor- 
mal. The last week of April grew considerably 
warmer. Temperatures throughout much of the Great 
Plains ran at least 6° above normal, making condi- 
tions more favorable for planting. 

May was above normal over the eastern half of the 
Nation, but remained colder than usual to the West. 
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(Continued from page 10) 


Grass seed har- 
with highly variable yields re- 


pea harvest nearing completion. 
vest continued, 
ported. 


WEST VIRGINIA: Hot, dry weather prevailed. High- 
est temperature 100” Franklin, lowest 40° Canaan 
Valley. Very little precipitation with 23 of 29 
Stations reporting none. 
Favorable work days 5.7. 
18% adequate. Main activities: Haying, combining 
small grain, and clipping pasture. Second cutting 
of hay 31% complete. Barley 97% harvested, wheat 


Soil moisture 82% short, 


85%, and oats 52%. Corn, oats and hay in good con- 
dition. Potatoes and tobacco mostly fair condi- 
tion. 

WISCONSIN: Sunny, hot week. Temperatures averaged 
5° above normal. High's were in the 90's until 
weekend. Scattered thunderstorms occurred late on 
August 1, with heavier totals in south. Showers 


continued August 2, mainly in east, and thunder- 
storms on August 3 in extreme west and west central. 
Crops under severe moisture stress on light soils. 
Early corn still good on heavier soils. Corn firing 
on sand, probably beyond recovery. Moisture need- 
ed for remainder of corn crop. Corn 70% in silk, 
1974 33%, normal 50%. Soybeans also hurting for 
moisture on light soils. Oats 10% combined, 1974 


10%, normal 20%. Harvest continues for winter 
wheat, rye, barley. Wheat yields reported down 
from 1974 but other small grains yielding good. 
Second crop hay 45% harvested, 1974 55%, normal 
35%. Pastures deteriorated sharply during July 
and supplemental feeding necessary. Early to- 
bacco looks good and will be topped soon. Po- 
tatoes and vegetables receiving extensive ir- 
rigation, unirrigated potatoes and vegetables 
suffering from lack of moisture, pea pack near 
end, sweet corn harvest started. Cherry har- 
vest continues Door County. Soil moisture 95% 
short, 5% adequate. 


WYOMING: Temperatures above seasonal normals. 
Exceptions are the Green and Bear and Upper Platte 
drainages where both averaged below seasonal nor- 
mals. Very dry with most reporting stations below 
seasonal averages. 

Winter wheat harvest at peak with 82% mature, 
48% harvested. Progress now 1 to 2 weeks behind 
1974. Other crops showed rapid development as high 
temperatures prevailed. Percent mature: Spring 
wheat 13%, barley 14%, oats 6%. First cutting al- 
falfa 90% completed; second cutting 27% completed. 
Row crops in good condition. Corn 31% tasseled. 
Percent in bloom stage: Dry beans 58%, potatoes 
59%. Soil moisture supplies short to adequate. 
adequate. 


Winter feed supply outlook appears 
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The map above gives a general picture of how wet or areas dried last week. The centers of wet or dry areas 
dry the nation was last week. The lines show the crop- are marked: W for wet; D for dry. Use the legend to 
moisture situation according to an index computed from interpret. 
values of temperature and precipitation by areas. Previous - Local variations caused by isolated rain or by soil 
weekly computations of soil moisture account for the effect differences are not shown. Any interpretation must 
of prior weather. consider the type of agriculture and the stage of crop 

Shaded areas are those where precipitation increased deve lopment. 
the index last week or where soils did not dry. Unshadéd 
UNSHADED AREAS: INDEX DECREASED SHADED AREA: INDEX INCREASED OR DID NOT CHANGE 
OVE 3.0 SOME DRYING BUT STILL EXCESSIVELY WET ABOVE 3.0 EXCESSIVELY WET SOWE FIELDS FLOODED 
"3.2 to 3.0 MORE DRY WEATHER NEEDED, WORK DELAYED 2.0 to 3.0 TOO WET, SOME STANDING WATER 
1.0 to 2.0 FAVORABLE, EXCEPT STILL TOO WET IN SPOTS 1.0 to 2.0 PROSPECTS ABOVE NORMAL, SOME FIELDS TOO WET 

Qo to 1.0 FAVORABLE FOR NORMAL GROWTH AND FIELDWORK 0 to 1.0 MOISTURE ADEQUATE FOR PRESENT NEEDS 

0 to -1.0 TOPSOIL MOISTURE SHORT, GERMINATION SLOW 0 to -1.0 PROSPECTS IMPROVED BUT RAIN STILL NEEDED 
“1.0 to -2.0 ABNORMALLY DRY, PROSPECTS DETERIORATING “1.0 to -2.0 SOME IMPROVEMENT BUT STILL TOO DRY 
-2.0 to -3.0 TOO DRY, YIELD PROSPECTS REDUCED -2.0 to -3.0 DROUGHT EASED BUT STILL SERIOUS 
“3.0 to -4.0 POTENTIAL YIELDS SEVERELY CUT BY DROUGHT “3.0 to -~4.0 DROUGHT CONTINUES RAIN URGENTLY NEEDED 
BELOW -4.0 EXTREMELY DRY, MOST CROPS RUINED BELOW -4.0 NOT ENOUGH RAIN STILL EXTREMELY DRY 





1975 HARVESTING PROGRESS 


Percent of Acreage Harvested 
(As of August 3) 





WINTER WHEAT 


Average 1974 1975 





Colo. 93 98 89 
Ill. 100 100 100 
Ind. 1/ 1/ 100 
Kans. 100 100 100 
Mo. 100 100 100 
Nebr. 95 100 96 
Ohio 90 100 95 
Okla. 100 100 100 
Oreg. 1/ 1/ 40 
S. Dak. 95 100 96 
Tex. 100 100 100 
Uv. s- 86 “36° °@€©»©6S5 


1/Not available 
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Weekly Weather Chronicle. 
general authority contained in the Act of January 12, 
1895 (44 USC 213), 53d Cong., Ill. Sess. 
or reproduction of this material 
Please give credit to this publication and, in case of 
special articles, to authors. 
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Heating Degree Days (Base 65° 


July 1975 
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ALASKA, Anchorage 
Barrow. . . 
Fairbanks 
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Phoenix... 
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is « « © 

ARK.Fort Smith 
Little Rock... 

CALIF. Bakersfield. 
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CONN. Bridgeport. 
Hartford. ... 
D.C.Washington . 
FLA. Apalachicola 
Ft. Myers .. 
Jacksonville. 


Orlando... . 
Daytona Beach . 
Tallahassee . 


Tampa... 
GA.Atlanta . 


Savannah. . 
IDAHO, Boise. 
Lewiston. . 
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ILL.Cairo U. 
Chicago . 
Moline. 
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Rockford. . 
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IND. Evansville . 
Fort Wayne. . 
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IOWA, Burlington. 
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Dubuque . 
Sioux City. .. 
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Louisville. . 
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Lake Charles. 
New Orleans 
Shreveport. 
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MAINE, Caribou. 
Portland. . 
MD. Baltimore 


MICH. Alpena. 
Detroit 
ween «8 6 @ « 
Grand Rapids. 
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Lansing... 
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Minneapolis 
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MISS. Jackson 
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N.Y. Albany 
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N.C. Asheville. 
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Wilmington. .. 
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Williston U. 


OHIO, Akron-Canton. 
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Cleveland . 
Columbus. 
Dayton. 
Toledo. 
Youngstown. 
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OKLA.Okla. City 
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Preliminary reports from airport locations, except those marked U for urban 


and R for rural. 
*Estimated. 
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